IDEALISM    IN    THE    HISTORY    OF    EUROPEAN    THOUGHT
man through, a process of dialectical evolution, and maintained
that both nature and mind were completely identical in the Ego,
which was the Absolute. Hegel felt dissatisfied with this philo-
sophy of pure identity, and understood that the Absolute was an
identity in difference of both subject and object, and the dis-
tinction between the two could not be lost in it. Schelling's
philosophy is really absolutism, though he himself calls it trans-
cendental idealism, while the name absolutism is generally
associated with Hegel. But in truth both are absolute idealists.
Yet Hegel holds that this Absolute not only transcends our
experience but is also immanent in it. However, idealism in
Europe is regarded as having reached the highest of its specula-
tive heights in Hegel; and he really tried to work out his prin-
ciples most consistently in their detail. Mind, from which philo-
sophy approached reality, has been transformed, sublimated, and
identified with God. Meanwhile, philosophy of religion made its
appearance, rationalized the idea of God, and identified him with
the Absolute of philosophy. Epistemological idealism has become,
and remains Platonic idealism. And Platonic idealism, on the
other hand, has become absolutism.
Though mind or self was treated as the basic principle of
explanation by the post-Kantians, still it was generally in its
aspect as intellect, thought, or reason that it was given that high
place. But mind is not merely intellect but also will, emotion,
feeling and imagination. Though the nature of reality was under-
stood in terms of mind, it was still possible to understand it in
terms of the different functions of mind. Even in Fichte we find
that his principle is practical reason or win, and his philosophy is
in truth voluntarism or idealism of the will. The intellectual
intuition of Schelling, by which the pure identity of the subject
and the object is said to be grasped, is aesthetic; for did not Kant
hold, in the Critique of Judgment, that, in our aesthetic feeling,
we experience the ideal of reason in our sensations? There is
fusion of the two only in our sense of beauty. Of the recent
philosophers, Bradley understands reality as pure feeling,1 in
, which the difference between the subject and the object is over-
come. For, so long as the two are regarded as opposed, the
fullest truth cannot be attained. Reality is one indivisible whole,
an individuality; and so long as thought finds an object standing
over against it, it can never enter the core of the object's indivi-
1 Appearance and Reality, p, 160.
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